
Arrested by Metropolitan Police
Department

Conditional release while awaiting
adjudication under supervision by

Pretrial Services Agency

Prosecuted in DC Superior Court by
U.S. Attorney's Office

Held at DC Jail or CTF under
custody of DC Department of

Corrections (DOC)

Sentenced by DC Superior 
Court judge*

Supervised by Court Services and
Offender Supervision Agency

(CSOSA)

If alleged to have violated terms of
supervision, then revocation hearing

conducted by USPC for those on parole
or else by original sentencing judge

Incarcerated at federal prisons
under custody of Federal Bureau of

Prisons (BOP)

For parole eligible sentences,
release on parole is determined

by U.S. Parole Commission
(USPC)

Prior to release, transferred to
halfway house under DOC or BOP

custody

Incarcerated at DC Jail or CTF
under custody of DC DOC

Local control

Federal control
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* DC Superior Court judges are nominated
by the U.S. President and confirmed by the
U.S. Senate based on recommendations by
the DC Judicial Nomination Commission

DC Criminal Justice System
Process chart for typical adult arrested and found guilty under DC Criminal Code

(Adapted from Public Welfare Foundation's DC's Justice Systems: An Overview)

Released from incarceration

Guilty conviction or plea bargain

If sentenced to a misdemeanor
(generally under one year): If sentenced to probation:If sentenced to a felony

(generally over one year):
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